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September 2009
Dear Friends of A Better World,

We are very excited, as we enter into a new school year. Many of the students from last year
have joined with us again, along with some new ones. For all these precious young people, our
hope is that they will grow significantly not only academically, but also emotionally, physcially,
and spiritually. Our approach with the youth will always be to address all of their needs, so that
they will be equipped to pursue a better world for not only themselves, but for other people.

In regard to this annual report, as you take a moment to look at the following pages of what has
transpaired during our last school year, our hope is that you will be encouraged. We know that
our acheivements are made possible through the incredible sacrifice of our staff, volunteers, and
finanical supporters of our organization. To all of them, | say thank you very much for embracing
our mission, which is to transform the Ashley Park community and surrounding areas through
its youth by building their mental, emotional , and spiritual character

Finally, we would like to thank you for your interest in our organization.

Best Regards,

A Better World



September 2008:We moved into our new
location at 4527 Freedom Drive. We were very
excited about our new facility, as well as the
opportunity to expand our program. Fall
enrollment began with 47 students. We also
had our First Annual Fall Gala new fundraiser
that was held at Cafe Monte French Bakery &
Bistro restaurant. We had approximately 200
guests attend this event.

October 2008 Two exciting partnerships developed this
month with Sylvan Learning Centand a collaborative
partnership with First Baptist West, Epic Church and
Urban Restoration Sylvan Learning center provided
onsite tutors for qualified students through No Child Left
Behind with free tutoring. Not only students that
struggled with reading comprehension and math received
these services, but also youth that were considered gifted
and talented.

November 2008 We hosted our Annual Thanksgiving DinneNolunteers flooded the building
to serve over 125 people including students, parents and volunteers. Volunteers and the New
Leaf Foundation also were able to assist over 30 families in the program with a Turkey and a gift
card to ensure that they received a full meal for thanksgiving this year during this hard economic
time.

December 2008:We hosted our seventh annual
Adopt-a-Child Christmas Party. We really appreciate
all who have donated to this program each year, as we
could not do this without the generous donation of our
supporters. For only $50, people were able to sponsor
| a child, who was able to receive gifts, clothing and a
hot Christmas meal. We also added an additional
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interested sponsoring an entire family. We had
expected to have about twenty-five inner city families
in need.
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February 2009:Kappa Kappa Gamma, conducted a
local event for Reading is Fundamenkat ABW Sir
Purr of Carolina Panthers was present to take
pictures with our students, as well as members of
Kappa Kappa Gamma spent time with our students.

March 2009: Our students had a wonderful opportunity to see a
. 2001 GaQ 36 $his evght waslsgeddored by First
Book a group that provides new books directly to children.

Sagehorn & Company was the title sponsor.
The tournament was held at The Palisades
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June 2009: We reached the end of another school year,
and we are very grateful to be able to serve those youth
enrolled in our after-school program. We have seen
students who have excelled in such ways that it would
make you want to stand up and cheer. One of those
students is Chyna.

Chyna has completed the fifth grade, and she has done
extremely well. So well, in fact, that she received the
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Furthermore, Chyna was tutored by representatives of
the Sylvan Learning Center at our facility.

Not only does Sylvan work with students who are behind &8
grade level for reading and math, butalsog A (i K & 3
students, in order to tap into their academic potential.

When Sylvan first tested Chyna in math, her total grade equivalent score was above the eighth
grade level. Recently, we received / K & y I Quioringisiichs score. Her math scores soared
to just below the tenth grade level. (Again, she just finished the fifth grade!)
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As with Mr. James, we also anxiously look forward to seeing what incredible feats Chyna will be
able to accomplish in the not too distant future.

Juneg August 2009: We offered our annual
summer program to the children in our
community. This program lasted for six weeks,
which ended with students and volunteer
talking a trip to Savannah, GA, from August 2™
to August 5. The children visited the Tybee
Light-house, where they could climb up 178
steps. They also visited the marine life museum
where we were able to examine sea creatures
on the beach. Furthermore, they enjoyed going
to the First African American Church, where
they learn about three pastors who helped the
slaves build it.
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By the Numbers

Students enrolled in September of 20087
Passing percentage of studenéglvancing to the next gradet00%
Total of students served during 2068009 school year52
Number of students that completed the 2068009 school year44
Percentage of students that left and what where those reasons:
3 - Stopped attending (no reason provided by parent)
3 - Little or no parent participation
2 ¢Suspensions (Behavior/Misconduct)

Increase in contributions from 2007 to 200888,325
Yearend Budget Deficit:$5234.78
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